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In the year 1095, Pope Urban II declared war on the infidel. Kings, princes, and lords throughout

Europe took up the cross and joined the Crusade. It was Murdo Ranulfson's duty to guard his

family's interests while his father and brothers fought to win Jerusalem. But when a greedy king and

corrupt clergy charged with the protection of Orkney become its worst enemies, Murdo must

undertake the pilgrimage himself. Driven to the sea, Murdo follows the Crusades in the hope of

finding his father and redeeming his family's land. His epic journey leads him to the heart of the

civilized world, the Mediterranean, where the Emperor Alexius struggles to fend off the barbarian

hordes that would rend Christendom and engulf the world in darkness. Murdo's quest carries him to

the fabled city of Constantinople and beyond to the Holy Land, guarded by the sword points of the

Saracens. Amidst unimaginable brutality and ambition, he finds the man he seeks. Steeped in

heroism, treachery, and the clamor of battle, The Iron Lance begins an epic trilogy of a noble

Scottish family fighting for its existence and its faith during the age of the Great Crusades -- and of a

secret society whose hidden ceremonies will shape history for a thousand years.
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I am one of those people who is finding Lawhead a little later in his career. This is the second book

of his I have read - I missed the books surrounding Arthur and others he wrote earlier in his career. I

read his novel about Patrick last year and it was pretty good, but it didn't make me a committed fan

of his. After reading this one I am much more of a fan.The story centers around the Crusade of the



late 1000's and 1100's. The central character is Murdo Ranulfson, who wants to join the crusade but

is too young. His father and brothers go on the crusade but he is unable to and it grates on his

terribly. While his father and brothers are gone, his family is the victim of the treachery of some

unscrupulous churchmen, and they lose their estate. This sets Murdo on a course of action where

he journeys to the Holy Land to try to find his father, in order to bring him back to claim his lands.On

this journey to and from the Holy Land, Murdo grows from a precocious boy into a man of strength

and character. As he makes his way across the sea and to his father he has many adventures

which shape his character. He is befriended by Celtic monks who help guide and care for him and

who show him the way of the True Path.There are many reasons I liked this story - this is a

"Christian" book by a "Christian author" with many Christian themes. But, the characters are not

your stereotypical characters that are found in so much Christian fiction. There is a wonderful

conversion scene involving Murdo but it is done in a very believable way. We see Murdo's struggles

along the way, and he doesn't become a saint nor does this conversion scene wipe away all of his

troubles. Instead, a very real and human person struggles along in his faith in a very harsh and

brutal time of history.
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